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Sanctification

Similarly, the Romans are exhorted to “present
their bodies . . . holy .. ." in their worship; and in
I Cor. 6:13-14 the body of the Christian must be
kept from immorality because every Christian is
a sacred (“sanctified”) person, belonging to
Christ.

Doubtless the moral tone of first century so-
ciety necessitated this emphasis. “Let us cleanse
ourselves from every dehlement of body and
spirit, and make holiness perfect” (I Cor. 7:1). One
motive urged, beside personal sacredness, is
spiritual athletics, with metaphors drawn from
the widespread games (I Cor. 9:24-25; Phil. 3:13;
etc.), aiming at fitness for service. Another is, to
be worthy of God, our calling, the Lord, the
gospel, the kingdom (I Thess. 2:12; Eph. 4:1; Col.
1:10; Phil. 1:27; IT Thess. 1:5). Beside positive mo-
tives, Paul stresses positive consecration of the
personality so sanctified, in active service and
love, with the total dedication of a slave, sacrifice,
and man in love.

The addition of “and spirit” in II Cor. 7:1, the
transformed “mind” (Rom. 12:1-2) set on things
above and filled with all things holy and of good
report (Phil. 4:8-9; cf. 2:5; I Cor. 2:16), shows that
Paul did not think of holiness only in physical
terms.

Everything is to be sanctified (I Tim. 4:4-5).
Holiness represents purity before God, as right-
eousness represents purity before the law, blame-
less purity before the world (Phil. 2:14-15; Col.
1:22): sanctification includes all three (I Thess.
2:10). Here sanctification broadens into the total
personal ethic that some (situationists, e.g.) claim
is absent from Christianity, and becomes a tech-
nical name for the process of development into
which conversion is the entrance, issuing in con-
formity to Christ (Rom. 8:29-30; II Cor. 3:18;
I John 3:1-3).

Theology and Sanctification. Justification.
An exclusively objective view of the work of
Christ tends to regard sanctification as either an
addendum to justification, or merely evidence
of justifying faith. Yet justification and sanctifi:

Catl(_)p are not separate in time (1 Cor. 6: 11), for

Gods justifying act sets the sinner apart for ser-
Vice, not separable in_experience, but only in
thought. PaulS gospel of justification by faith
Wwas the moral dynamic of salvation (Rom. 1:16);
forgiveness itself has moral force, creating the
will to goodness in the forgiven.

To those who wondered whether men counted
righteous on the ground of faith might go on
sinning with impunity, Paul retorted that the
faith expressed in faith-baptism so unites the
convert to Christ that he dies with Christ to sin,
is buried with Christ to all that belongs to his
past life, and rises with Christ to new life in which
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sin’s reign is broken. That new self is yielded to
the service of righteousness and of God in a sur-
render that issues in sanctification (Rom. 6:1-11,
19-22). Sanctification is not merely the comple-
tion (correlate or implicate) of justification; it is
justifying faith at work. In the faith counted for
righteousness, actual FlghILUleIIL‘ab is born. As~
though to guard ai_dlllbl justification without
sanctification, John says, “Little children, let no
one deceive you. He who does right is righteous”
(I John 3:7).

The two experiences must not be identified.
In justification, God at the beginning of Christian
life declares us acquitted In sanctification, God
accomplishes his will in us as Christian life pro-
ceeds. Sanctification never replaces ]USIIhCﬁt!On
Scholars argue whether Luther taught that
“making sinners righteous” was the real ground
of justification, as faith led on to good works,
penance, saintliness-begun. Not so: Luther's

round remains faith to the end. We are “always

heing justified, mor
But the faith that justifies, by its very nature as
union with Christ in his dying and risen life, sets
in motion the sanctifying energies of grace.

The Spirit. Ninety-one times in the NT the
Spirit is called “holy,” and the implied contrast
with the ubiquitous evil spirits that work cor-
ruption and death must never be overlooked.
“Spirit of Jesus,” “Spirit of Christ,” designate
quality, not source. As, in thought of the Spirit,
emphasis moved from spectacular gifts for serv-
ice to inward equipment for Christian living, so
the place of the Spirit in sanctification became
central. Constantly, sanctification is said to be of
the Spirit: Rom. 15:16; I Cor. 6:11; Eph. 4:30;
I Thess. 4:7-8; I Thess. 2:13; I Pet. 1:2. '

Sanctification is not primarily negative in the
NT, “keeping oneself unspotted,” not mainly self-
discipline. It is chiefly the outflow of an over-
flowing life within the soul, the “fruit” of the
Spirit in all manner of Christian graces (Gal.
5:22-23), summed up as “sanctification” (Rom.
6:22 lit.). Justification—the privileged status of
acceptance—is achieved through the cross; sanc-
tification—the OI'lgOlllbp!UL(.‘nb of conformity to
Christ—is achieved by the Spirit. But not as

“sudden miraculous gift: the NT knows nothing

of any shortcut to that ideal.

Sinless Perfection. How far does sanctification
go? References to “perfection” (teleiotés, Col.
3:14); the call to “perfecting holiness” (Il Cor. 7:1);
misunderstanding of “sanctification” in Hebrews;
assurances like “our old self was crucified . . .
that the sinful body might be destroyed,” “no
longer in bondage to sin,” “sin will have no do-
minion over you, “set free from sin . . . slaves of
righteousness,” “no one who abides in  him sins,”

ind more, always by faith.”
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